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The 2017-18 
Laramie County 
Community College 
women’s basketball 
team has proven to be 
a tough, respectable 
Region IX team. With 
five games left in the 
regular season, the 
Golden Eagles have 
already improved 
tremendously from 
last year. 

The 2016-17 inau-
gural women’s bas-
ketball team boasted 
a 11-17 overall record 
while averaging 60.6 
points a game and 
finished 7-10 in con-
ference play.

The 2017-18 team 
has five games left 
in the regular season 
but has already won 
three more games 
than last year and 
currently sits at 14-11 
with a 5-4 record in 
conference play while 

averaging 72.4 points 
a game, 12 more than 
last year.

In his second 
season as the Golden 
Eagles head coach, 
Brian Ortmeier has 
formed a respectable 
program at LCCC 
and a possible 2018 
Region IX playoff 
contender. 

“Were playing 
really well on offense 
right now, in terms 
of progression, our 
chemistry is really 
starting to solidify 
itself and we are 
playing really well as 
a team right now,” 
Ortmeier said. 

A major focus for 
Ortmeier at the start 
of this season was 
to improve on their 
point guard play and 
turnovers, as well as 
improving as a three 
point shooting team.  

“Statistics wise we 
are already 30 three 
pointers ahead of 
where we were at the 

end of last season, 
we are on pace to be 
one of the top teams 
in the conference in 
three point attempts 
and three point field 
goal percentage,” 
Ortmeier said. “We 
are also down on 
turnovers this year, 
correcting those two 
areas has definitely 
helped us this year. “ 

With only five 
returning players 
from last year, the 
Golden Eagles have 
been leaning on 
their freshmen to 
carry the load. Karli 
O’Brien (Rapid City, 
South Dakota), Skylar 
Backstrom (Castle 
Rock, Colorado), and 
Sarah Kruthaupt (Las 
Vegas, Nevada) are 
all freshmen and the 
three top scorers for 
the Golden Eagles.

“They’ve handled 
the transition from 
high school to col-
lege very well, I love 
the balance they 

bring to the table,” 
Ortmeier said. “The 
focus hasn’t been one 
player, we have bal-
ance and can attack 
teams from multiple 
positions and that’s 
what has generated 
their success.” 

If the Golden 
Eagles close out the 
season on a strong 
note it will give them 
an opportunity for 
a play-in game at 
the Recreation and 
Athletics Complex 
and a possible birth 
to the Region IX tour-
nament. 

The Golden Eagles 
will have home 
games for their next 
three games, Eastern 
Wyoming College 
on Feb. 7, Western 
Nebraska Community 
College on Feb. 10 
and Trinidad State 
Junior College on Feb. 
17. 

Golden Eagles find their range 
with help from freshmen guards

New Guard:
Sarah Kruthaupt attempts a floater 
in the paint against North Platte 
Community College on Jan. 27.
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Laramie County 
Community College 
volleyball players 
Carlee Morrison and 
Avery Nelson were 
honored with re-
gional awards at the 
end of their season. 

Region IX North 
Freshman of the 
Year, Region IX First 
Team, and Honorable 
Mention All American 
Team awards went to 
Nelson, while Second 
Team, Region IX First 
Teamer, and Region 
IX North Player of the 
Year was awarded to 
Morrison.

According to 
Nelson and Morrison, 
players must perform 
at the highest level, 
display leadership 
qualities, and exhibit 
strong character in 
order to receive these 
awards. Morrison 
added that the region 
comes together and 
votes on which ath-
letes deserve these 
honors.

Both players spoke 
highly of head coach 
Austin Albers and 
their team, and said 
they wouldn’t be 
where they are now if 
not for them. 

“Hard work pays 
off, and it definitely 
reflects the hard 
work of our coach,” 
Morrison said.

Morrison said 
earning these awards 
also bolsters Laramie 
County Community 
College’s reputation. 
Recognition for the 
school makes it easier 
for coaches to recruit 
new players for the 
next season.

Volleyball 
captures 

post-
season 
awards
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Three Laramie 
County Community 
College women’s 
soccer players were 
named to the United 
Soccer Coaches all-
american team. 

Sophomore for-
ward Nikita Woods and 
freshman Katie Loken 
were named to the first 
team, and sophomore 
Abby Morillon, a 
former journalist with 
Wingspan, was named 
to the second team. 
The group of girls 
chosen to the teams 
consist of three differ-
ent levels: First team, 

second team, and 
honorable mention. 

There are only two 
teams that consist of 
11 women on each 
team, out of thousands 
of collegiate women 
soccer players around 
the country. This pres-
tigious award shows 
who the best is at their 
position.  

“This honor is 
decided by a commit-
tee of athletic directors 
and coaches who send 
in the stats from their 
team, then each com-
mittee come up with a 
list,” said Jim Gardner, 
women’s head soccer 
coach. ”Sometimes 

these lists match and 
sometimes they don’t, 
but they then agree 
upon the list” 

Gardner led 
the  Eagles to a 17-2 
record with a Region 
IX and District title as 
well. 

“The girls earned 
this award and it’s a 
high achievement for 
them,” Gardner said.

The committee 
honors players based 
on experience, playing 
time, and their statis-
tics for that year. The 
committee announced 
the teams right before  
LCCC went to winter 
break.

Woods and 
Morillon said this 
award is at the top of 
their lists.

“This is definitely 
one of the best honors 
I’ve received because 
it reassures that I 
made the right choice 
in choosing to play 
soccer at a junior 
college, and I couldn’t 
be happier with how 
everything is working 
out,” Loken said.  
         Commonly thank-
ing and letting the 
ones who matter the 
most know first is what  
is most important, the 
three players said. 

“I rang my parents 
as soon as I found out,” 
Woods said. 

Morillon said she 
jumped for joy as if she 
won the District Title 
again.  
      Excitement came 
right away for Loken.

“I found out begin-
ning of December after 
checking my email, I 
was really surprised,” 
Loken said. “It was 
such a great feeling 
and I immediately 
called my parents” 

The award is 
among certain girls, 
that know what it 
was like to be a team 
player. 

“I think that (the 
award) speaks to how 
much of a selfless team 
we had,” Loken said, 
“This is also good for 
LCCC soccer because 
we can continue to 
recruit good players 
because they can see 
the team success.”

Gardner, for 14 
years, has had All- 
Americans come from 
his team.

“Shows the tradi-
tion, ability to recruit 
kids, and the success 
we have had as a pro-
gram not for just one 
or two years but steady 
overall,” Gardner said. 

Soccer recognized with three all-Americans

O’Brien, Backstrom, Kruthaupt lead new attack 


