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In the last six years, 
the Laramie County 
Community College 
men’s basketball team 
has only had one 
player score more 
than 1,000 points in 
their time at LCCC.

Sophomore guard 
Elijah Oliver is looking 
to become the second 
player over that time 
span to reach the 
1,000-point milestone. 
With only one more 
game guaranteed for 
the Golden Eagles this 
season, Oliver needs 
15 more points to 
break the barrier.

“I actually had no 
idea that I was near 
1,000 points, so it’s 
actually pretty fresh to 
me,” Oliver said.

Oliver would be the 
first player to eclipse 
the 1,000-point mark 
since Deshon Portley 
scored 1,221 points 
in the 2012-2014 
seasons.

For being such a 
prolific scorer Oliver 

did not follow the 
traditional basketball 
path. Unlike most 
players, he didn’t grow 
up in the AAU basket-
ball system or play for 
traveling teams. Oliver 
always had a love 
for the game but he 
wasn’t allowed to play 
organized basketball 
until he got to high 
school.

“It started back 
when I wasn’t allowed 
to play,” Oliver said. “I 
didn’t play basketball 
until I was a freshman 
in high school. I start-
ed playing basketball 
out in my front yard 
with my brother when 
I was four years old 
and then from there I 
kind of took over the 
game. I was able to 
play my freshman year 
and it all kicked off 
from there.”

Oliver attended 
East High School in 
Cheyenne, were he 
scored 1,211 ca-
reer points for the 
Thunderbirds. After 
a tremendous high 

school career, Oliver 
had various op-
tions for college but 
decided to stay in his 
hometown and attend 
LCCC.

“I had offers from 
the other junior 
colleges in the state 
but I just felt like this 
was the best one,” 
Oliver said. “Just being 
around family and 
keep in touch with 
them.”

Oliver also said 
he decided to attend 
LCCC because he felt 
like it would give him 
the best opportunity 
to expand his game 
and improve his skills.

With his late start 
into organized basket-
ball, Oliver has used 
the game play of pro-
fessional players and 
put in hard work on 
his own time to help 
hone his offensive 

skills to make him the 
scorer he is today.

“I think it’s just the 
work I put in,” Oliver 
said. “I watch a lot 
of video on differ-
ent types of players 
that play in the NBA. 
Watching a lot of play-
ers and then taking 
those moves and try-
ing to put them in my 
game. Also having the 
mentality that nobody 
can guard me and I 
can get my shot off 
any time.”

Oliver said he is 
looking to continue 
his career past this 
season, hopefully with 
a Division I team.

“I want to go 
Division I,” Oliver 
said. “I actually got 
quite a bit of offers 
from Division I level, 
so I kind of got to go 
through that process 
and decide where I 

want to go and what 
place fits me best.”

Oliver isn’t putting 
all his focus on to the 
future; he hopes to 
leave a stamp for the 
younger generation 
from his time at LCCC 
that will help them in 
their futures too.

“I want to let 
people know that hard 
work is the way to go,” 
Oliver said. “I want to 
encourage the young-
er generation and not 
just in basketball but 
just to be good people. 
That’s what I want 
to leave behind, just 
being a good person 
and working hard at 
what you do and just 
try to leave an impact 
on people.”

Oliver is running 
out of time to reach 
1,000 points but he 
hopes to hit the mark 
before time runs out 
on the season.

“It would be an 
honor,” Oliver said. 
“To do it in two years 
just shows that hard 
work really helps.”

Sophomores reflect on their time here

Oliver looks to reach 1,000-point milestone

High score:
Elijah Oliver puts up a contested 
layup against North Platte Community 
College on Jan. 27.
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At the start:
Madison Hamm jumps to win the tip 
to start the game against North Platte 
Community College on Jan. 27.
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The Laramie County Community 
College women’s basketball team is in 
its second season since being reintro-
duced last year, and four sophomores 
this year are the first players to finish 
their community college careers with 
the new program.

Darian Hale, Madison Hamm, 
Katelyn Smith and Caylin Arnold are 
the four sophomores who will depart 
after this year. 

All four felt some historical pres-
sure when signing to play at LCCC. The 
2016-18 team was the first women’s 
basketball team at LCCC in 25 years. 

“I really wanted to be a part of a new 
program and start something new. The 
historical aspect was really cool,” Hale 
(Briggsdale, Colorado) said. 

The Golden Eagles snapped their 
six-game losing streak with a win at 
Otero Junior College on Feb. 24.  Already 
improving drastically from last year, this 
year’s team has a 15-15 record versus 
last years 11-17 mark thanks to the 
growth of these sophomores. 

Hamm (Fort Collins, Colorado), who 
is averaging 10 points per game this 
year, found the transition into a new 
program troubling at first. 

“I was excited to start a new program 
and be a part of something,” Hamm 
said. “But it was hard having a lot of 
freedom and living on your own at first, 
while learning how to manage classes 
and basketball.” 

Arnold, (Strasburg, Colorado), who 
was a last-minute signee with LCCC, 
was intrigued by the historical aspect 
of the team and had family ties to the 
college. 

“Both of my parents came to LCCC,” 
Arnold said. “I knew a lot about the 
school from them, and when my par-
ents went here that was the last year 
the women’s team was here, so that was 
cool for me.” 

For Arnold, the transition from high 
school to college basketball wasn’t 
exactly what she expected. 

“The pace of the game and the phys-
icality of it is different from high school 
as well as the skill level of everyone, and 
trying to fit that into the academics was 

the hardest part for me,” Arnold said. 
The Golden Eagles, who have one 

regular season game left on March 2, 
will look to finish out the season strong, 
and the sophomores will be looking to 
move on in their academic careers as 
well as basketball. 

Hamm, whose sister Myanne plays 
at Colorado State, said she hopes to 
play at another level next year, and she 
is still looking at schools. 

Hale, who is hoping to attend phar-
macy school in the near future, doesn’t 
know if basketball will be in her future. 

“I am a human biology major at the 
moment doing my pre-requisites and 
don’t know if I will be able to commit to 
the game of basketball while attending 
pharmacy school or other classes,” Hale 
said. 

Smith (Loveland, Colorado) said she 
has hopes to pursue basketball next 
year. 

“I am going to try, I have talked to a 
few different schools, and I am excited 
to see what happens,” Smith said. 

Arnold said she is still looking at her 
options for the future. 

Oliver’s pursuit of 1,000
Go to lcccwingspan.com for more coverage 
on LCCC’s playoff games and Elijah Oliver’s 
pursuit of 1,000 career points.


